Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Chang et al., 2007) , palladium (Liao, Chan, Zeng et al., 2007) and silver (Liao et al., 2008) complexes with NHC ligands derived from the salt have been reported by us previously.
The crystal structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . The dihedral angle between the two phenyl rings is 69.57 One non-classical intramolecular C-H···O hydrogen bond has been detected (Table 1) , whereas classical and non-classical intermolecular hydrogen bonds of the type N-H···Cl, C-H···Cl, C-H···O and C-H···N link the imidazolium cations, chloride anions and the acetonitrile molecules into a two-dimensional hydrogen-bonded network (Fig. 2) .
The compound was prepared according to the literature procedure (Liao, Chan, Zeng et al., 2007) . Suitable crystals were obtained by slow diffusion of diethyl ether into an acetonitrile solution of the compound at room temperature. U iso (H) = xU eq (C,N), where x = 1.5 for methyl H and 1.2 for all other H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound, showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for the non-hydrogen atoms. The H atoms are shown as spheres of arbitrary radius. 
